
Dr. Glenn Raymer Frye 
 
‘One of a kind’ 
 
When he first arrived in Hickory, a simple, short announcement in the The Hickory Daily Record 

reported, “Dr. Glenn R. Frye…has come to Hickory and opened an office over the Hickory Drug 
Company.” These were the earliest days of modern medicine, when doctors still had to be 
experts in both surgery and medicine; therefore Dr. Frye‟s practice encompassed all areas of 
medicine. Having to be familiar with various afflictions and symptoms, Dr. Frye was also 
required to make house calls throughout Catawba and Alexander counties. He was devoted to 
caring for people – whether they were in his hospital or in the hinterlands where he would drive 
to attend to them. He was resolute. Those who worked for him universally admired him for his 
commitment to excellence and exceptional care. 
 
Glenn Raymer Frye was born in Statesville, NC on April 29, 1894, to Eli Davidson Frye and 
Mary Jane Raymer Frye. The youngest of twelve children, he attended Lenoir College and 
received an A.B. (Artium Baccalaureus) Degree in 1917. He then attended the University Of 
North Carolina School Of Medicine, and graduated later from the prestigious Jefferson Medical 
College in 1922, as Dr. Glenn R. Frye.  
 
Following his graduation, Dr. Frye moved to Hickory and married his college sweetheart, 
Barbara Kathryn Aderholdt, on November 22, 1922. Near the end of his life, Dr. Frye 
acknowledged his admiration for his life-long partner. The Hickory Daily Record  shared, “In 

1972, Dr. Frye paid tribute to his wife and to that role in remarks before a crowd of some 600 
people gathered in appreciation of his half-century of service in Hickory. „A doctor‟s wife can 
make him or break him,‟ Dr. Frye said. „I would hold mine up as an ideal doctor‟s wife. There is 
where my greatest help has come from.” 
 
On August 1, 1922, Dr. Baker joined Dr. Shuford in practice at Richard Baker Hospital; he 
assumed the leadership responsibilities of the hospital from Dr. Shuford in 1928, and purchased 
the hospital in 1934.  
 
In the early days of the hospital, Dr. Frye would barter with local farmers for meat, milk and 
produce for the kitchen and the farmers would pick up garbage and leftovers from the hospital to 
feed to their pigs. When the Great Depression affected the community, Dr. Frye would often 
contribute his surgical fees to cover operating expenses, ensuring the hospital would stay open 
to continue to care for patients.  
 
Under Dr. Frye‟s leadership, the hospital expanded numerous times, growing from fourteen 
beds, at the time of his purchase, to 119 beds. He implemented steps to ensure constant 
improvement in care provided by the hospital, starting with keeping himself well-versed in the 
latest developments in medicine. In the early 1940s he passed the Boards to become a 
Diplomat of the American Board of Surgeons, and became a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons. Dr. Frye attracted many in the medical field to aid in the growth of the hospital, and 
spared nothing to see that the hospital was as well equipped as possible for the professional 
staff to provide the best service to patients.  
 
Through various leadership positions in medical societies locally, regionally and nationally, Dr. 
Frye kept himself informed of the fast-developing phases in medicine and science. He was 
appointed general chairman of the campaign in Hickory for college expansion and development 



in 1955. He also served as a member of the Lenoir-Rhyne College board of trustees, and 
received an honorary Law Degree from the institution. Dr. Frye was also active in Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church, serving as an officer on the Board of World Missions, and championing for the 
building of the church at its present site.  
 
In 1969, Dr. Frye sold the hospital to Chanco Medical Electronics. Although reluctant to sell, Dr. 
Frye knew privately owned hospitals were finding it harder to provide additional services while 
keeping costs down, and felt the sale was crucial in continuing to keep the hospital up to date 
with the growing medical trends.  
 
Dr. Frye continued his surgical practice, working until his death on September 9, 1973; it had 
been 51 years since Dr. Frye had started working at Richard Baker Hospital when he passed 
away. Those who knew him describe him in a variety of ways, all with a bit of awe and also a 
smile as they recall the man who has perhaps been the most influential physician in the region‟s 
history. Together, their descriptions, newspaper accounts and his own published musings reveal 
a man, that upon his passing, was described as “one of a kind.”  
 
A tribute published in The Hickory Daily Record following his death recalled, “Physician, 

humanitarian, philanthropist, businessman, husband, father, churchman, civic leader – each of 
these things describes some facet of the life of Dr. Glenn R. Frye, but no one of them can truly 
describe the man. Dr. Frye was all of these things and more – much more. He was one of a 
kind, an institution and a legend in Hickory in his own time. The influence of this outstanding 
physician and surgeon remains with us and will continue to live on. No better example of this is 
available than Richard Baker hospital, the work that is going on there now, the hospital staff and 
the outstanding physicians who are associated with it. …His intelligence and foresight is evident 
in all these actions. It took a strong man, a brilliant man to be one of the best and most highly 
respected surgeons in western North Carolina while at the same time guiding a hospital to such 
constant growth.” 
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